
From:  Martin, Robert Dr. 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2006  
Subject: LOCS Alert re Hepatitis Testing 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Laboratory Outreach Communication 
System (LOCS) is forwarding the following important message for distribution to your 
members who may be involved in testing for hepatitis B virus.  Please disseminate this 
information via your most timely channels.  This is important in order to assure that 
newborn infants are protected from hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, a major 
preventable cause of cirrhosis and liver cancer in the United States. 
  
Please submit any comments and questions from your organization to Ms. Lisa Jacques-
Carroll, (LJacquesCarroll@cdc.gov; 404-639-8086).  Thank you in advance for your 
assistance in communicating this information to the broadest possible clinical laboratory 
community. 
  
  
Regards, 
  
Bob Martin, DrPH 
Director, Division of Public Health Partnerships 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
  
  
Dear Colleague, 

  
Attached please find a letter from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
intended for healthcare and public health professionals who provide care to pregnant 
women and infants.  It outlines updated recommendations for prenatal care 
providers, delivery hospitals, and health departments to prevent perinatal and early 
childhood hepatitis B virus transmission that were published as part of 
recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) in 
the December 23, 2005 Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.  We feel it is 
important that laboratories are aware of these updated recommendations and the 
vital role that laboratories play in the prevention of perinatal hepatitis B prevention.  
Currently every state has a communicable disease reporting law for positive HBsAg 
test results.  In many instances, HBsAg-positive pregnant women are detected 
through laboratory reporting of HBsAg-positive lab results to the health department. 
   
  
Please share this letter widely by disseminating it to your organization membership 
and to your partners.  Also, please consider including a note about these new 
recommendations in your organization’s newsletter and emphasize the importance of 
laboratories reporting HBsAg-positive test results to health departments.  
  
Thank you, 
  
  
Lisa Jacques-Carroll 
Immunization Services Division 



National Immunization Program, CDC 
 


